Johnston Public Schools
STUDENTS RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Policy Affecting Students Who Identify as Transgender or Gender Non-Conforming

PURPOSE T he purpose of this policy is to ensure that students who are transgender or gender

non-conforming are provided with and ensured a safe and comfortable school environment in which to

continue to grow and develop, while fostering social integration and minimizing stigmatization. A district

policy is unable to anticipate every situation that might occur with respect to the healthy development
of a student who is transgender or gender non-conforming; therefore, each case must be individually
assessed.

DEFINITIONS The following definitions are provided by the National Center for Transgender Equality and

are not for the express purpose of labeling a student, but rather to provide common terminology and to
assist in understanding this policy, as well as the legal obligations of all district staff.

Gender Identity is a person's deeply held sense or psychological knowledge of their own gender. One's

gender identity can be the same or different than the gender assigned at birth.

Gender Expression is the manner in which a person represents or expresses their gender to others, often
through behavior, clothing, hairstyles, activities, voice or mannerisms.

Transgender describes a person whose gender identity or expression is different from that traditionally
associated with an assigned sex at birth. Transition describes a process in which a person goes from
living and identifying as one gender to living and identifying as another.

Gender non-conforming describes people whose gender expression differs from stereotypical

expectations. This includes people who identify outside traditional gender categories or identify as
both/neither gender. Other terms that can have similar meanings include gender diverse or gender

expansive.

NOTE: Terminology and language describing individuals who are transgender can differ based on region,

ethnicity, age, culture, and many other factors. Students who identify as transgender or gender

nonconforming may use a number of words and expressions to describe their lives and experiences. A
general recommendation is to avoid assumptions and employ the term that the student uses to describe
themselves.

All persons, including students, have the right to keep private one's transgender status or gender

nonconforming presentation at school. Information about a student including assigned birth sex, name
change for gender identity purposes, gender transition, medical or mental health treatment related to

gender identity, or any other information of a similar nature, are both private and confidential, and the
disclosure of such information in the absence of legal authority or specific authorization may result in
violations of state and/or federal law. School personnel may not disclose information that may reveal a
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